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VEHICLE LEASING FRAUD ALERT

The content of this alert is based on information gathered by the NFIB. The purpose of sharing this information with
law enforcement partners and key stakeholders is to assist in the prevention and detection of crime, bring offenders
to justice and increase awareness of enablers currently being utilised by criminals.

ALERT CONTENT

The NFIB has identified that overseas crime groups are targeting UK based car leasing companies to fraudulently
obtain high performance motor vehicles.

The NFIB has ascertained that high-end quality motor vehicles are rented from legitimate car leasing companies
using fraudulent identification. The criminals have no intention of returning the motor vehicles. The vehicles are
shipped abroad where the index plates are changed and bodywork re-painted. Leasing the vehicle affords the
criminal group time to move the motor vehicle out of the UK without raising suspicion.

A proportion of the vehicles are taken out of the UK to places such as Cyprus, Spain and Poland. According to the
fraudster, most of the vehicles end up in the hands of organised crime groups who are involved with boiler rooms
and high-end money laundering in the UK.

PROTECTION / PREVENTION ADVICE

Consider other methods of checking customer authenticity.

Consider due diligence and know your customer options.

Ensure vehicles are equipped with appropriate tracking devices.

If you have been affected by this, or any other fraud, report it to Action Fraud by calling 0300 123 2040, or
visiting www.actionfraud.police.uk

FEEDBACK

The NFIB needs feedback from our readers to evaluate the quality of our products and to inform our priorities.
Please would you complete the following NFIB feedback survey through:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FeedbackSDU. This should take you no more than 2 minutes to complete. If you
have other feedback or additional information that you would prefer to provide by email please send to
NFIBfeedback@cityoflondon.pnn.police.uk.

2|Page


http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FeedbackSDU
mailto:NFIBfeedback@cityoflondon.pnn.police.uk

NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED

Handling Instructions

This report may be circulated in accordance with the protective security marking shown below and caveats included
within the report. The information contained in this report is supplied by the City of London Police in confidence and
may not be shared other than with the agreed readership/handling code without prior reference to the City of
London Police. Onward disclosure without prior authority may be unlawful, for example, under the Data Protection
Act 1998.

The cover sheets must not be detached from the report to which they refer.

Protective Marking: NOT PROTECTIVELY MARKED
FOIA Exemption: NO

Suitable for Publication Scheme: NO

Version: V.1

Storage File Location: NFIB

Purpose: Fraud Alert

Owner: NFIB Management

Author: 11990Q

Review By: 103939P

3|Page



